The Five Taslims
issued such orders, which are in conformity with the wishes of our
Sovereign, Philip IV of Spain and Portugal, who has declared that
Your Majesty should always be supported against the[Mughal in
that the latter seeks to become absolute master of all India. But
if Your Majesty desires to retain that support, the Portuguese in
these dominions should be treated fairly.
Thiri-thu-dhamma: I have followed my father's and grand-
father's policy in this respect. My relations with them have been
very cordial.
Manrique: Your Majesty's treatment of them has been most
fair, but your representative at Chittagong by falsely accusing
them has not acted in a manner likely to improve relations.
Thiri-thu-dhamma: I have already taken disciplinary action in
that regard.
At this news that the Viceroy of Chittagong was to be removed,
Manrique was profoundly relieved, for that officer would never
have forgiven him his mission. He expressed his gratitude by
making the King the Indian salutation known as taslim, a pro-
found bow, thrice repeated, when the ground is touched with the
back of the right hand, which is afterwards lifted to the top of the
head.
Manrique: Your Majesty's gracious declarations of friendship
embolden me to ask further favours. There are nine families of
Christian slaves resident near Mahamuni. May it please your
Majesty to release them from bondage, with permission to
serve the state in some paid capacity like the Portuguese at the
capital.
Thiri-thu-dhamma: These men were captured during my
father's reign from Mughal vessels on which they were acting as
mariners.
Manrique: They have been in captivity thirteen years. If your
Majesty will release them now, the whole Portuguese nation will
be under a deep obligation.
Thiri-thu-dhamma: But service with the Mughal is precisely
what I wish to penalize.
Manrique; Your Majesty's magnanimity will appear all the
greater if you do not.
The King decided to make this concession. As we have seen and
shall see again, it was of great importance for him to retain the
loyalty of his Portuguese subjects, Manrique made a second
taslim.
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